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interests in real estate, stocks and shares, choses in
action, or stock or produce upon any farm or lands which
by virtue of any covenant or agreement or of the custom
of the country, ought not to be removed from any farm
where the same are at the time of making or giving of
such bill of sale (o).
It is obvious that it is not every document drawn up at
the time of the transaction transferring goods from one to
another that is a bill of sale. A large number are ex-
pressly excepted by the same section of the Act, e.g.,
" assignments for the benefit of creditors of the grantor,
marriage settlements, transfers and assignments of ships,
transfers of goods in the ordinary course of business, bills
of sales of goods in foreign parts, or at sea, bills of lading,
India warrants, warehouse keepers' certificates, warrants
or orders for the delivery of goods, or any other documents
used in ordinary course of business as proof of the
possession or control of goods, or authorising or purporting
to authorise, either by indorsement or delivery, the
possessor of such document to transfer or receive goods
thereby represented/' Further, transactions which are
intended to effect the immediate transfer of actual pos-
session of the goods to the grantee are not within the
Acts (p), e.g., sale and actual delivery of goods accompanied
by a document that is within the definition.
Documents only and not transactions are affected, and
the Acts do not affect rights or titles which can be estab-
lished without reference to the documents (q), nor do they
require that any transactions should be reduced into
writing, but merely that if they are so reduced they must
be registered, if they are of the character aimed at by the
Acts, and if they are of the character affected by the
Amending Act, they must be reduced into a specific
(o) Bills of Sale Act, 1878, ss. 4 & 5 ; 2 Halsbury's Statutes 85, 89.
(p) Charlesworth v. Mills, [1892] A. C. 231 ; 7 Digest 4, 7.
(q) Manchester, etc., Railway Co. v. North Central Wagon Co. (1888),
13 App. Cas. 554 ; 7 Digest 4, 6 ; Ramsay v. Margrett, [1894] 2 Q. B. 18 ;
7 Digest 11, 44.

